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That kind of overwrought narration makes some of these documentaries a slog, as does
the almost constant use of slow motion; in the wild, it appears, nothing happens in real
time. There’s also an almost creepy sense, in watching some of this filmmaking, that you
are a voyeur peering in on someone else’s obsession.

On Tuesday night, for instance, “Leopard Queen” gives us basically the entire life of a
leopard on the Londolozi Game Reserve in South Africa, as filmed by John Varty. Mr.
Varty projects rather a lot onto this leopard. He has to, given that he devoted 17 years of
his life to her. Sure, a good documentarian has to become immersed in his subject, but
Mr. Varty and the Jouberts sound as if they’ve gone beyond mere immersion. Their level
of commitment is simultaneously admirable and unsettling.
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Perhaps the filmmakers’ closeness to their subjects accounts for all the blood; they’ve ‘
been watching big cats for so long that they may have lost sight of just how gruesome y
some of their footage is. The four featured films in Big Cat Week aren’t programs you

want to be watching with young children.
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